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A Message from Our Principal Donna Houser

PTSA President Julie Cowan
I hope the entire Anderson community is having an enjoyable, restful summer.  At the time

of this reading, my family is probably in Florida, cruising around Disney World.  My husband and
I finally broke down and took our kids to this childhood land of opportunity.  Much to our
embarrassment, our 14-year-olds and 15-year-old had not ever been to this must-see
destination.   All that being said, my husband was the most excited!!  He was relishing the
chance to get away with our increasingly busy kids and enjoy the roller coasters with them.   

The start of school is a month away and with that, the PTSA board and many other members
of the school community have been planning for a great 08-09 school year.  This year, we’re
hopeful that Anderson families will continue growing closer as a community.  It is very easy to
follow in the path of your child and stay focused exclusively on his/her activities.  I challenge
each family to step outside of what is known and to occasionally take advantage of something

new on the campus.  For instance, take in a play, even if your child isn’t a thespian.  Concerts by the band and
orchestra are open to everyone and provide fabulous music, free of charge.  We all rally around the football team in the
fall, but what about attending a winter basketball game or spring baseball game?  Make it a personal goal to cheer on
all of our successful athletes and outstanding scholars as they win awards for debate, journalism, Latin, and so much
more.  The school’s diverse offerings are what make it so great!  

The PTSA is all about the kids.  And, we’re all about supporting the entire Anderson High School community.  We
invite everyone to join the PTSA, including parents, teachers, and students.  We welcome everyone’s participation and
are excited about some of the new ideas brewing for the upcoming school year.  Make sure to look for your membership
and directory forms in the first day packet.  In the meanwhile, please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have questions.  

Enjoy the rest of your summer!

I hope that everyone has enjoyed the summer break and that you are looking forward, as
I am, to the start of the 2008-2009 School Year.  The opening of school each year is a special
time of renewal and infinite possibilities.  Enjoy the last weeks of summer and get ready for
new classes, new friends, and new opportunities.

We have had numerous updates to our facilities over the summer and the restroom, health
room, locker room, theater and air conditioning/heating renovations were long over due.
This fall we will be meeting to plan our new building additions through the 2008 Bond.  In time,
we will have four new science labs, ten new general classrooms, a new Robotics lab, health
updates to our cafeteria facilities, four new tennis courts, a new band hall, and updates to the
remainder of our Fine Arts facilities.  Our staff and parent community worked hard to make
sure that the 2008 Bond addressed the many facility needs that Anderson had experienced
over the past few years.  Our facilities had become inadequate for our needs and we appreciate
the advocacy of our staff and parents to ensure that our facilities match our academic and extra-curricular performance.

We will greet many new staff members with the opening of the school year.  We have had several staff members
retire in the last year and a few who decided to leave us for other opportunities.  Our new staff members come to us
from Oregon, New York, Illinois, Florida, and all parts of Texas.  We have selected extraordinary staff members to join
our Anderson family.  Anderson’s reputation of excellence in the classroom and in extra-curricular areas continues to
be a tremendous asset in recruiting the best teachers, administrators, counselors, and classified staff members to our
faculty.  We will highlight new staff members in the school newspaper so that you can get to know these fine people
better in the months to come.

(See A Message from Our Principal, cont’d , on page 3)
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PTSA
PTSA Meetings

2008-2009

PTSA meetings are held at 7 pm in
room 130 on the third Thursday of
each month (with some exceptions.)
Check the calendar for details and
come join us. Get involved!

2008-2009  PTSA Officers
President, Julie Cowan
V.P. (Back to School Night),  Aileen Simmons Bantau
V.P. (Trojan Excellence Fund), Lisa Sejnowski
V.P. (Membership), Robyn Nutt
Secretary,  Annette Juba
Treasurer,  Mary Beck
Parliamentarian, Alicia Doak

The  Trojan News  is published by the Anderson High School  Parent Teacher Student Association (PTSA). The
PTSA newsletter staff reserves the right to review and edit submitted articles. The AHS PTSA is a nonprofit organization.
Printing and mailing costs for this publication are made possible through its advertisers and the Anderson PTSA.

Editor : Anne Gomez Sterrett 2007-2008; Ida Longoria 2008-2009 TrojanNews@yahoo.com
Advertising Manager : Jennifer Sowinski

Grocery Cards Earn Money for PTSA
Anderson High School has a Grocery Card Program.  Many of you are familiar with the grocery card programs at Hill

and Murchison.  For those who are not, this is a fundraiser sponsored by the AHS PTSA.  The Anderson Grocery Card
Program sells both HEB and Randall’s Grocery Cards in increments of $25, $50, $100 and now $300 (HEB) and they
work like debit cards at the grocery store.  These cards can be used to purchase groceries, supplies, prescriptions,
gasoline, lunch at Central Market, etc.; no restrictions.  You just do your normal grocery shopping and AHS makes a
profit.  These cards are also faster in the check out line than writing a check or using a credit card.

Anderson makes 4% on every HEB card sold and 5% on every Randall’s card sold!
This is FREE money to AHS, which goes to fund teacher needs, landscaping, picnic tables, benches, etc. and requires

no committee work on your part, no signing up for shifts, no delivery of goods sold.  All you have to do is your normal
grocery shopping. What could be better than that?  To place your order, contact Sylvia McMinn at 346-1970 or
sylviamcminn@austin.rr.com . Sign up to make FREE $$$ for AHS!

Ever Been to a PTSA Meeting?
Did you know that Anderson High School PTSA Meetings are open to everyone? Dues-paying members can vote.

You do not have to be on a committee in order to make your voice heard. We encourage all parents, teachers, and
students to join the PTSA and to participate whenever possible. Meetings are generally scheduled for the third Thursday
of the month. Our first meeting will be held on Thursday, September 18, at 7 p.m. in room 130. Please check the
website, www.andersonptsa.com  and the Trojan Times  for meeting dates and times, agendas and meeting minutes.

Baccalaureate Service Held on June 1
Many thanks to Breece Adams and her committee volunteers, Betsy Bender, Sarah Frankenfeld,

Jennifer Myrha, Diane Newberry, Debbie Noack, Anne Sterrett, and Cindy Thane for their work to
provide a lovely Baccalaureate Service for our graduating seniors. The service was held at
Westover Hills Church of Christ for graduates and their families. Coach Ryan Burns , AHS Teacher
of the Year, gave the address and both the Anderson Choir and the Anderson Orchestra
performed. The PTSA plans and funds this event for our graduating seniors each year.  Students,
as pictured at left, wear their robes and pose proudly with parents and grandparents. If you have
a student graduating in 2009, be sure to attend next year.

 
Congratulations, Class of 2008!
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A Message from Our Principal, cont’d.

With this issue we hope to provide parents of incoming freshmen some useful information
for the upcoming school year. Freshman year can be hectic and nerve-wracking for parents
and students both, but ultimately it’s a great experience and a period of amazing growth. We
look forward to your participation in the Anderson High School community. Go, Trojans!

Our student body continues to grow and we expect over 2150 students to join us for the opening of the school
year.  Many of these students are neighborhood residents but many students will attend Anderson as their school of
choice.  Our IB Program has grown exponentially in the past two years and we are welcoming our largest junior class
into the IB program yet.  One hundred and seventy-nine students will begin in the IB Diploma Program for 2008-2009.
Many of these students transferred to Anderson because of this program and its fine reputation.  We also have many
students who have selected Anderson High School because of it reputation as one of the “top 5% of public high
schools in America.”  (Newsweek Magazine, May, 2008)  Continuing this standard of excellence while supporting
opportunity for all students remains the goal of our staff for 2008-2009.

Our parent community continues to support our efforts with their hard work and presence in our school.  Our
PTSA, led by Ms. Julie Cowan, looks forward to all parents supporting our school in their own way.  Whether it be by
serving on a committee, volunteering in the front office, serving with a booster club, chaperoning student trips, or any
of the hundreds of ways parents make a difference at Anderson High School, we hope that you will add your special
expertise to our school efforts.  With all of us working together, Anderson High School will become the premier high
school in Texas, perhaps in the nation. Looking Forward to a Great Year, Donna Houser, Principal

Debbie Noack, Anderson PTSA and Sylvia McMinn Honored
Congratulations to Debbie Noack  and Sylvia McMinn for being recognized at the 2008 Austin Partners in Education

SALUTE dinner in May!  Debbie and the 2007-08 PTSA were named High School PTA of the Year  for the support that
permeates the Anderson High School campus.  Sylvia, who won High School Volunteer of the Year , stood out for her
landscaping beautification work at Anderson and for the role she played with her husband Mike in producing drinking
and driving prevention videos shown to students.  We will always be grateful to these ladies for their leadership and
commitment to our children.

PTSA Scholarships Awarded
Three seniors from the class of 2008 were awarded scholarships from the PTSA at the AHS Awards Night, held on

May 21, 2008 in the Anderson Cafeteria.  Congratulations to Delaina LeRoy and Matthew Whitman  and to Clark Powers ,
recipient of the Beth Dardnne Memorial Scholarship.  Funds to support these $500 scholarships come from member
PTSA dues and fundraising projects.  Thank you, Anderson community, for your continued support.

Welcome, Class of 2012
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Beth Dardnne Memorial Dedicated

The Anderson Lacrosse Team and the Anderson PTSA partnered in a
fundraising effort to place a memorial in a grove of trees overlooking the
Anderson Football Field in loving memory of our dear friend, “Dedicated
Volunteer”, “Loyal Trojan Fan” and “Anderson Mom”, Beth Dardnne .  Three
donated benches and landscaping were installed on the treed knoll which
is always shady and has a pleasant breeze.  This is where Beth used to
set up her lawn chair and cheer her sons on during football and lacrosse
games.  A ceremony and balloon release was held Saturday, May 10  ,
2008. Attended by Beth’s sons Mike and Scott and husband Jim, pictured
with the memorial at left, Beth’s relatives and Anderson friends, the
ceremony dedicated this area in celebration of Beth’s vibrant life.  The
boundless spirit of this amazing woman continues to live on within our
hearts.  This place was special to Beth and a plaque has been placed in
the middle of this memorial area with the words she used to say:

“Now if it was just on the 50 yard line, it would be perfect.’ ~Beth Dardnne

Hospitality Committee Looking for Help
The Anderson PTSA Hospitality Committee handles four main events each year.  The first event happens before

school starts. It is the Welcome Breakfast for the faculty and staff. The rest of the year brings Holiday Gifts, the
Trustee Awards Reception and the End of Year Faculty Staff Appreciation Luncheon.  All these hospitality events
provide great chances for us to show the amazing teachers and staff members of Anderson how much we appreciate
their hard work and dedication to our children.

Would you like to join our committee?  Or perhaps just volunteer to bring an item to the Welcome Breakfast or the
Holiday Party?  Our budget is limited – it takes volunteers and their food donations to make sure we have successful
events. This is a great volunteer opportunity for busy parents—you’re in, you’re out, and everybody’s happy. Won’t
you help?

Contact Cheri’ Crozier at 349-0767 or by email jcrozier1@austin.rr.com  to sign up.

Save Sales Tax and Gas by Buying Your English Books from PTSA
Every year all students will have a list of books that they will need to get for English class.  These books will be

available tax-free through a PTSA fundraiser.  Your students will receive an order form on the first day of school from
their English teachers.  If you’d like to take advantage of this convenient way to purchase these books, just fill out the
form and have them return it with a check or cash for the exact amount to their English teacher by Friday, August
29th .  The books will be delivered to their classroom by September 3rd.  Books not sold through orders will be
available (while supplies last) at Back to School Night.  These order forms will also be available on the first day of
school at www.andersonptsa.com .

Registrar’s Volunteer Army Rocks
The entire Anderson community owes a HUGE thank you to Anderson’s Registrar Office Volunteers  for their

tireless work all year. You can imagine the workload—over 2,100 students whose records and transcripts are constantly
updated and processed. The work couldn’t be done without the help of a small army of parent volunteers. Thank you,
thank you, and thank you to our volunteers. You are greatly appreciated!! These GREAT volunteers are: Xan Benton,
Donna Benson-Chan, Jennifer Brandt, Pam Sue Brower, Julie Cowan, Maggie Dostal, Lisa Dow, Ramona Evans, Heather Griffith
Peterson, Kimberly Hoskins, Lisa Hardeman, Ann Howard, Mary Jamison, Sharon Kerr, Peri Kowal, Mary Lengel, Cathy Bruce
Purdy, Ronda Roach, Pratibha Saxena, Emily Sheehan, Diane Smith, Cindy Thane, Sue Webb, Tracy Wehmeyer, Aileen Yager,
Lori Yuja.                   

Book Sellers Needed
Tammy Pokorny is looking for help with the PTSA book fair that orders and sells

the paperback books that the students are required to read in their English classes. 
This is a great opportunity to help make some money for the PTSA and provide a
convenience to students and parents.  The time commitment to this job is in the
second week of school, when the book orders are filled and delivered to the students
in their English classrooms.  For more information, please contact Tammy (835-6042)
or tammyp@austin.rr.com .
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Aileen Simmons Bantau , 2nd Vice President in charge of the Trojan Excellence Fund, reports that 2007-2008 was a
banner year. Trojan Excellence Fund, also known as TEF, provides grants to Anderson faculty and staff which enable
them to purchase needed materials to assist in the enrichment of all aspects of Anderson High, including academic,
student, and administrative activities. TEF is funded 100% with parent and community donations.  By making a contribution
to the Trojan Excellence Fund, you are directly helping your student and our school community as a whole, thus
helping to keep Anderson the great school that it is.

Donations received during this fiscal year totaled more than $22,170, our largest donation year ever! W e have
been able to purchase many needed items for our staff.  They include:

¨ Administration:  Pocket PC for administrator, All Surface Cleaner for locker rooms and bathrooms to prevent
the spread of germs, Assorted pamphlets for Guidance $1,990

¨ English:  Macbook and VGA display adaptor, 420 paperback novels for classroom use, Overhead projectors &
carts $3,572

¨ Fine Arts:  Mac workstations for student use (Art), Music software (Band) $2,986
¨ Foreign Language:  PC Laptop computer $1,214
¨ Library:  Books and videos $2,307
¨ Math:  Smart Pal sleeves for student use $1,535
¨ Multi media:  Scanner $490
¨ PE:  Bulletin board (dance) $147
¨ Science:  Projectors and mounts, DVD/VCRs, Document cameras, Interwrite School Pads, Televisions and

carts, Textbooks for BIO 1408 (to be offered in 08-09 academic year) $11,011
¨ Social Studies:  Projectors, Scanner, Cordless presenter, Audio system for IPOD, 160 World Atlases for classroom

use $2,034
¨ Special Ed:  5 textbooks for classroom use $250
In addition to previous donors mentioned in the Spring 2008 Trojan News , we wish to thank the following

contributors here:

Benefactor ($250-$499) : Torres, Suzanne & Vince

Advocate ($100-$149):  Garner, Laura & Tom;  Chapman, Robin & Tom Vandestadt

Sponsor ($50-$99):  Scherrer, Carolyn & Will;  Moon, Ann

Supporter (up to $49):  Huang, Lori & Phil; Van Eenenaam, Becky

Thank you to all our contributors to the PTSA Trojan Excellence Fund, including those who wish to remain
anonymous.    It’s not too late if you want to make a donation.  Just place your check (No cash please!) in an envelope
marked: PTSA TEF Fund and drop it off in the PTSA mailbox in the front office.  Your support for our students and school
is greatly appreciated.

Trojan Excellence Fund Reports Best Year Ever

Congratulations to AHS 2008 National Merit Scholars
Anderson High School announced six National Merit Finalists in 2008: Christopher Borders ,

Emily Brower, Amy Erickson, Reed Erickson, Brendan Healy , and Jacob Reynolds . Peter Wills  was a
National Merit Semifinalist. The following 27 students were National Merit Commended
Students: Damianne Abel, Michael Atmadja, Nicholas Balser, David Bistline, Elizabeth Bouldin,
Elizabeth Brower, Hillary Cansler, Lauren David, Max Davis, Melissa Deckert, Angela Fletcher,
Daniel Gergen, Alexandra Grand, Joseph Hochman, Katherine Houston, Daniel Jones, Grant Jones,
David Kerr, Max Kerwick, Ariel Leigh, Jonathan Moore, Leah Nunke, Chantal Pham, Alexandra Smith,
Caroline Vickers, Samuel Woelke , and Christopher Zehner . Anderson also produced seven National
Hispanic Scholars this year: Allison Barnes, Michael Bracamontez, Travis De Anda, Dylan Mackie-
Hernandez, Christopher Pastrana, Nicole Torres , and Lauren Vela . Congratulations to all these
students—you make Anderson proud!
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COUNSELING CORNER

International Baccalaureate Program Is Thriving at Anderson

Dependable Personal Service

621 W. St. Johns Ave   Austin, TX 78752   www.txdps cu.org

toll free 1(877)252-9199     ph (512)452-5211     fax  (512)458-0733

* Free Checking
* Free Online Banking
* 200+ Free ATMs
* No Minimum Balance on
   Checking Accounts

Membership open to A.H.S. students, faculty, & family

Michelle Szabo , Anderson High School’s IB Coordinator, reports that
the numbers are in and they definitely prove that the IB program is
thriving at Anderson.

This year’s graduating class, pictured at left, included 17 students
that had completed work for the IB Diploma, and 53 who had achieved
the IB certificate, for a total of 70 in the Class of 2008. The upcoming
Class of 2009 now has 34 diploma and 58 certificate students, 92 total.
And the Class of 2010, not to be outdone, has signed up 62 IB Diploma
candidates, and 87 IB Certificate candidates, for an unprecedented 149
total students. Do you see a trend here? No wonder Ms. Szabo’s office
is such a beehive of activity!

If you have any IB questions, please contact Ms.Szabo,
mszabo@austinisd.org , 414-7951, or visit the IB web site at www.austinisd.org/staff/123 .

News Freshmen Can Use

Here are some important dates and facts, especially  for the incoming Class of 2011. The first few weeks of schooll come at
you  fast, so mark your calendars now!
¨̈̈̈̈ Freshman T rojan Charge – Friday , August 15 , 9 a.m. check-in, program runs 9:30 – 11 a.m.  Students will tour the
school, hear from administrators, receive locker assignments (remember to bring your own lock!) and class of 2012 t-shirts, and
be given a course confirmation.  Look for registration information in the mail.   

¨̈̈̈̈ First day of school – Monday , August 25 , 9 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.  Drop your children off at the school and away they go! 
They will find class lists posted in the front hall of school and receive directions from school staff.  Trust us, they’ll be fine! 

¨̈̈̈̈ First day of school packets – When your child arrives home from the first day of school, ask to see the envelope of
paperwork that all parents are required to complete.  This includes the AISD registration, PTSA membership, and school
directory forms.  ALL  of them are import ant and need to be returned in a timely manner .   

¨̈̈̈̈ Parent Back to School Night – W ednesday , September 3 .  ALL parents and guardians are highly encouraged to
attend Back to School Night.  You’ll peruse PTSA and booster club tables set up in the cafeteria, hear from Principal Donna
Houser, and then meet your child’s teachers.  It’s like being back in high school, but without the homework!
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Things All Anderson Parents Should Know
Taken from the Notes of Mary Lengel, PTSA President 2005-06

1. Communication- The Website  will answer most of your questions about the school.  Go to
www.andersonptsa.com   and mark it as a favorite. This site has the most up-to-date information about the school
regarding dates and times for events and everything else about the school such as links to academic departments,
booster club info, game times, and a message board. The Trojan Times is a weekly email bulletin.  To sign up, contact
trojanevents@yahoo.com .  The Trojan News is the PTSA Newsletter that is mailed to your home three times a year,
in the summer, winter, and spring.

2. Summer of Success is the week-long summer transition camp organized by Anderson counselors that occurs
in June. It is not mandatory, but it is a good opportunity to introduce your incoming freshman to Anderson.  Freshman
Trojan Charge is the freshman orientation that happens in August ten days before school starts.  Students get their
locker assignments, get their free freshman T-shirt, see their friends, hear the band play, look at their class course list
(this is not their schedule), and go on a tour.   Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors will also receive notice about their
own grade level Trojan Charge events.

3. The first day of school- Students find their names on posted alphabetical lists inside the school to find their
advisory classroom assignments.  They spend about 30 minutes in this class and receive their schedules and important
paperwork to take home to their parents.

4. Course lists-  It’s always a good idea to make a copy of the classes your student signed up for in the spring.
Compare that course list with the one you receive in the mail from AISD to check for accuracy.  The deadline for
schedule changes is June 15.

5. Back to School Night - Go!!  Arrive early enough to stop by the cafeteria. It will never be more convenient to buy
spirit items or find out about clubs and other activities. When you visit your child’s classrooms, look around and write
down the names of other students in that class.  Your child may need help with a homework assignment if he is absent.
And it’s odd, but many kids can’t seem to remember who is in their class when it counts the most.  Write down when
teachers offer tutoring and how each teacher prefers to be contacted, whether by phone or email.  Keep in mind that
since this is high school, most teachers want to hear from the student first, if there is a question or a problem.

6. Parking - Although it is tempting, do not park in spaces marked staff  or principal . They may be off-campus
temporarily and it is embarrassing when they come back, block you in, and you have to go to the office to have them
unblock you. Students park in the south lot (Steck side). Teachers park in the north lot (Cima Serena side). There are
about 10 visitor spaces on the back row of the teacher lot.  Do not park in the circle during bus times or you will be
trapped until traffic clears.

7.  Lunch - Freshmen usually have A lunch and sophomores, juniors, and seniors have B lunch.   Only seniors  are
allowed to leave campus during lunch. School monitors are on duty to enforce this rule.  If your non-senior student
has a note to leave campus for an appointment during the lunch period, make sure there is a phone number where you
can be reached to confirm this.  Otherwise, a pass cannot be issued.

8.  Administrative Items - Parent notes are required for students to leave campus or to return after an excused
absence.  A student may bring in a note before school begins, drop it at the attendance office, and come back for a
pink pass between class periods.  It is not necessary for a parent to walk into the building to pick up a child, as long as
the child has gone through the appropriate procedure.  Student name and ID number must be in the note.  TEA forms
are required by the state for children to take driver’s ed and receive a license.  Building Administrator Mr. Davenport is
the person to see for this form.

9. Extra Credit is a gift.  Encourage your child to take advantage of it. He may find he needs it at the end of a
grading period.  The free tutoring  offered by teachers before and after school is also invaluable.

10. Locker combinations should not be shared with other students.  But as a parent, you will want to record
combinations and keep them in a safe place.  Since students now use their own locks, it is also wise to share the
combination with Mr. Davenport , the Building Administrator.
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11. Student Directory- Parents must give permission to have student names placed in the school directory.  A
form to do this will come home with your student on the first day of school and must be returned by the stated
deadline.  Please use home phone numbers and parent emails when completing the form.  Directories may be ordered
on the same information sheet and will be mailed to homes in mid-September.

12. School Supplies- Teachers will give students a school supply list specific to their class on the first day of
school. Supplies to keep on hand at your house: reams of copy paper, boxes of Kleenex, poster board for projects,
extra ink cartridges for your home printer, and colored pencils for World Geography.

13. Book order forms come home through your student’s English class at the beginning of the school year. It is
the easiest way to purchase the required books, have them delivered to your student in class, and pay no sales tax.
This wonderful service is provided by the PTSA.

14. Start a file for your child. Write down all awards and honors your child receives and community service
activities, work and extracurricular activities in which your child participates.   Keep report cards and schedules in the
file.  It will be handy when you start filling out applications for NHS, jobs, scholarships, college, and the like.

15. Encourage your student to get involved.  It’s a big school. Joining an organization of interest makes it
smaller.  Encourage your child to listen to the morning announcements to hear about different clubs, organizations
and meetings. Go to www.andersonptsa.com  and click on Extracurricular , scroll down to Student Activities,
Student Clubs and Organizations  to see a description of what is available.  Leadership Council is the Student
Council organization. Applications for that specific group are only taken the first 2 of weeks of school.  Clubs and
activities vary from robotics to the environment, chess to knitting, foreign language to speech and debate, art to
community service,  just to name a few.  There is  something for everyone.

16.  Make sure you’re  involved.   Now’s not the time to walk away.  Your kids need you more than ever and
Anderson High School needs you more than ever.  Please look for opportunities to volunteer on the website and in
the Trojan Times.

Anderson High School Freshman Trojan Charge!
Join Anderson High School Principal, Donna Houser

Friday, August 15, 2008 from 9:00-11:00 a.m.

ÖÖÖÖÖ Check-in begins at 9am , with free refreshments (program starts at 9:30).

ÖÖÖÖÖ Drop off at Steck (south) student parking lot.  Follow walkway between buildings
to the registration tables.

ÖÖÖÖÖ AISD buses WILL run!

Students, don’t miss it! Here’s what you’ll get:
¨ Class of 2012 Anderson High tee-shirt
¨ Introduction to your Counselor
¨ A guided tour of the school campus
¨ Your locker assignment

¨ A time to put your own lock on your locker. Bring any lock you like--your choice.
Be sure to Register by August 1 st

Complete form below and mail to : Anderson PTSA
c/o Anderson High School
8403 Mesa Drive
Austin, TX  78759

Name______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
First Last

_____Yes, I plan to attend Trojan Charge on August 15 th

_____I am including a tax-deductible donation  of $_____to help pay for t-shirts & snacks.
$5.00 recommended—Any amount appreciated!  (Make checks payable to Anderson High School PTSA )
THANK YOU!
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Project Graduation is a chaperoned, substance-free lock-in party where graduating seniors can celebrate together
one last time. The all-night event includes prizes, food, casino tables, bowling and entertainment and is FREE to all
Anderson graduates!! The 2009 Project Graduation party will be held graduation night (date to be determined) at 300
Austin, 9504 North IH 35.

This event costs over $40,000. Approximately $20,000 covers location, entertainment, and food. The balance is
used to purchase gifts and prizes for every senior in attendance. Our goal is to throw a party that every senior will
want to attend. This party is very well attended by graduating seniors, and at less than $100 per student is a great, safe
choice to celebrate graduation.

Officers this year are Co-chairs Diana Fairbrother and Kim Squiers (contact information below); Treasurer Ramona
Evans 343-8686 rdemde@sbcglobal.net : Flower Sales Co-Chairs Lisa Loughlin and Sue Webb.

HOW YOU CAN HELP:

ÖÖÖÖÖ Voluntee r! We need parents for Friday Taco Sales, Business Donation Solicitation, Personal Donations, Booster
Club Donations, February Mesa Ranch Dinner and Silent Auction, Paver Sales, Volunteer Recruitment, and Senior Gift
Bags. Please contact Co-Chairs Diana Fairbrother at 345-2305, dianafairbro@yahoo.com  or Kim Squier at
kimsquier@sbcglobal.net

ÖÖÖÖÖ Sign Up ! Join the Project Graduation 2009 Yahoo group for emails. This will be our major communication mode
for senior information during the 2008-2009 school year. To subscribe to the Project Graduation 2009 email group,
send an email to A NDERSONHS_PG2009subscribe@yahoogroups.com . Do not enter a subject or a message. You
will receive a confirmation from Yahoo which you will need to respond to and follow directions to join the group.

ÖÖÖÖÖ Donate ! Please use the form below to send in your contribution today. Your donations are our main source of
funding for the party!! Family and friend donations will receive recognition in the Trojan News, TrojanTimes and on the
website.

DONATION/VOLUNTEER FORM

Please make checks payable to: AHS PTSA-Project Graduation  & mail to:
Ramona Evans, Treasurer, 6111 Anemone Cove, Austin, TX 78759.

Include the bottom portion of this form with your check. All levels of donations are appreciated. Thank you!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Your Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________
Senior’s Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________
(as you want it to be listed)

Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________Zip: _____________

Phone#: ______________________________Email:____________________________________

I would like to volunteer: __________ before Project Graduation __________ during Project Graduation

Personal Donation:
Amount of check: _____$50 _____$75 _____$100 _____$150 _____$200 _____$250 _____$500 $______other

Business Donation:
Business Name: _________________________________ Amount donated: ____________________

Address: _________________________________________Phone#: ___________________
I would like to volunteer: __________ before Project Graduation __________ during Project Graduation

Personal Donation:
Amount of check: _____$50 _____$75 _____$100 _____$150 _____$200 _____$250 _____$500 $______other

Business Donation:
Business Name: _________________________________ Amount donated: ____________________

Address: _________________________________________Phone#: ___________________

Project Graduation 2009 Starts Now....
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Project Graduation 2008 A Smash Hit, Thanks to You!
Project Graduation was held on Thursday, June 5, 2008 following the Graduation Ceremony.  The party was attended by
approximately 330 seniors and a great time was had by all! The success of the party was due to the many parents who
volunteered their time before and during the event.  A BIG THANK YOU to the following parents who worked all year to make
this party possible:
¨̈̈̈̈ Shane Oldham and Diana Fairbrother  for keeping us all organized!!

¨̈̈̈̈ Kathy Rocatto  for being the fundraiser extraordinaire, organizing the first Fall Mum Sale, which totaled $5,432 and for
guiding us through fundraising the entire year.
¨̈̈̈̈ Sharon Miller  for keeping up with the Treasurer duties for Project Graduation and for remembering those details that
made a difference.
¨̈̈̈̈ Becky  Head and Cynthia Shaw  for organizing the Barton Creek Evening of Giving fundraiser. They raised $717.in just a
few short weeks.
¨̈̈̈̈ Kim Hutchinson  and Kathy Rocatto  for planning the dinner and silent auction at Mesa Ranch. We had an evening of
fun with a  $4,570 profit.
¨̈̈̈̈ CJ Tredway , Kristin Feeley , and Tracey W ehmeyer  (our Taco Gals!) for organizing our breakfast taco sales throughout
the year. We made $5017 on breakfast taco sales this year. Also, thanks to the many parents who helped purchase and sell
breakfast tacos!
¨̈̈̈̈ Mary Lengel and Dixie Houston  for heading our paver sales/beautification project. They have sold $6,435 worth of
pavers that will be installed this summer. Thank you to all of the families who purchased pavers.
¨̈̈̈̈ Dixie Houston  for organizing the Booster Club donations totaling $3560

¨̈̈̈̈ Sarah Frankenfeld   for keeping us in the Trojan Times, being our official mentor, and for keeping permission slips
available in the registrar’s office.
¨̈̈̈̈ Sharon Kerr , Gayle McPhail, and Debbie Merritt  for organizing our fabulous spring geranium fundraiser and raising
$9,346.
¨̈̈̈̈ Bo Shepard  for keeping track of all permission slips for graduating seniors.

¨̈̈̈̈ Vicki Osherow and Betty Wangler  for recruiting and organizing volunteers for the night of the party and collecting
numerous door prizes.
¨̈̈̈̈ Valerie and Waylon Allen  for organizing senior bags.

¨̈̈̈̈ Gayle Vickers and Cathy Reynolds  for heading up the business donations.

Thanks to all of the families  and businesses  who donated their time, energy, and $21,221 throughout the year.  A list of
family and business donations appeared in the Spring 2008 Trojan News .

Thanks to the following businesses for donations, door prizes and goodie bags: Arbor Carwash, Chick Filet, Office
Depot, Texas Department of Transportation, Mr. Gattis, Whole Foods, Bed, Bath & Beyond, El Chile Restaurant, Highland
Lanes, Dart Bowl, Westgate Lanes, Container Store, Austin 300, Sonic, Bradz Salon and Spa, Starbucks, Janet Dubois,MD,
Café Chapala, Acct. Net, Alba Moving Co., Austin Home Staging LLC, Austin Orthodontic Arts, PLLC, Austin Radiological
Association (Milman), B. Shaw Design, Central Texas Pediatric Orthopedics, CIEE, College Nannies & Tutors, Discovery Cycle,
Drake Landscape Services, Gay Puckett, Realtor, JB Goodwin,  Impact Martial Arts, Ladera Park Dermatology PA,
Leslie Moeller, Farmers Insurance, Lynn Smith Photography, Morrison & Head LP, Royal Tuxedo, Southwest Skin & Cancer
Clinic, Torre Shanks, Realtor, Travis County Medical Alliance, Tuxedo People, Inc., Waylon Allen, Attorney, WF Warner
Realtors (Marett)   We could not have done it without you!

As the 2007-2008 school year ends we reflect back on what was good about the year.  Probably this year the best
thing was Cappuccino Wednesdays.  This was an effort to make the library more user-friendly and a more welcoming
place for students.  Another goal was to increase the number of student checkouts and database usage. Both things
were accomplished! Checkouts went from just over 3,000 last year to just over 5,000 this year, and students who did
not previously come to the library now stop by the library to study or just visit with friends.

Librarian Yvonne Fuller had the privilege of going to the library at the University of Texas with the IB students who
will next year be writing an extended essay.  She reports she was thrilled to see the two databases that the librarian
emphasized to these students are two of the databases that we have available to our students at Anderson (EBSCO
and Gale Group).  By using these databases Anderson students are truly preparing themselves for research in university
libraries.

We look forward to next year when hopefully even more Anderson students will visit the library and find it a
friendly, welcoming place.

Anderson Library Has a Very Good Year
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Four Ways to Stay Connected at Anderson High School

www.andersonptsa.com   The official Anderson High School website, sponsored by the PTSA.  Add
this website to your “Favorites” list in your browser . . . You’ll be glad you did! Use the website for:

¨ Up-to-date school-wide calendar
¨ PTSA contact information
¨ Message Board for all the latest news
¨ General school information & procedures (your day-to-day questions)
¨ Faculty/Staff Directory with school numbers and e-mail addresses
¨ Counselors’ Office & Scholarship Information
¨ Links to Teacher /Department websites
¨ Student Activities.  Links to team sports pages, Band, Belles, Choir, Cheerleaders, and student clubs and

organizations!
¨ Booster Club contact information
¨ Trojan Spirit Store – for all your spirit needs
¨ Download PDF forms for PTSA membership/reimbursement, etc.

Information, announcements, congratulatory messages, forms, web links or corrections to the webmaster may be
submitted by emailing administrator@andersonptsa.com.

The Trojan Times  is a weekly email bulletin sponsored by the PTSA.  This communication includes
announcements from the principal and PTSA president.  It also lists upcoming sporting events, fine arts events, ticket
sales information, club meeting dates, counselor information, upcoming deadlines, etc.  The email distribution list is
managed through Yahoo Groups.  Only the moderator can post emails to the group, so you won’t be receiving emails
from anyone other than the group moderator.

Bonus editions of The Trojan Times are known as “Kudos,” and are published to recognize the many accomplishments
of Anderson students, faculty, and staff.

Notices and news may be submitted for inclusion by emailing trojanevents@yahoo.com

How To Subscribe :
Using the email account at which you wish to receive the newsletter…

1. Create a new email and in the “Send to” box type:
TrojanTimes-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

2. Don’t put anything in the “Subject” box OR in the text box
3. Click on Send .
4. You will receive a confirmation email from Yahoo Groups.

The Trojan News , the PTSA newsletter, is mailed to all Anderson households three times a year, in the
summer, in the fall, and in the spring.  It contains messages from the Principal and the PTSA President, announcements,
important dates, extracurricular activities, counseling, academic information, and MUCH MORE.  It is mailed to the
homes of all registered students, so no need to subscribe. Look for it in a mailbox near you!

To submit information, email TrojanNews@yahoo.com .

Teachers’ Websites   Go to www.austinisd.org/anderson.    Click on Staff Directory in the column on
the left, and then click on the teacher’s name to go to his/her webpage. 
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  EXTRACURRICULAR

Anderson Band
Plays On

Tennis News

The tennis team completed the
Spring ’08 season with a third place
mixed doubles finish by juniors Elisabeth
Pounds and Dylan Reed , and a fourth place
doubles finish by seniors Adam Snow and
Kaz Sakamoto at the UIL District
Tournament in April.  All four players
were named first team all-district.  

Coaches Loeffler and Ochoa are
excited about the upcoming 2008-09
tennis season.  With matches against
strong area teams such Lake Travis,
Westwood, Westlake, and Austin High,
the team will be primed for a run at a
playoff spot in October.  Returning
varsity team members on the boys’
squad who should make an immediate
impact are Dylan Reed, Malcolm Peace,
Michael Liu, Ryan Kristek, Rob Cowan, Jay
Kapoor, and Nick Meriwether.   Returning
varsity team members on the girls’
squad who wil l  also make quick

contributions are Elisabeth Pounds,
Katie Garrison, Sasha Ponomareva,
Elizabeth Lowrey, Ellen Wilkes, Natalie
Fletcher,  and Gaby Cook .  A number
of new and returning junior
varsity players will round out the
team.  Go Anderson Tennis!

The Anderson Band Program had
a very busy and very successful
spring semester.  The Concert bands
competed in the spring UIL
Contests.  The Concert Band earned
a l (superior) in Concert and a lll in
sight-reading.  The Symphonic Band
earned a ll in Concert and Sight-
reading and the Wind Ensemble
received a l in Concert and a ll in
Sight-reading.  This was the first time
in a long time that Anderson has had
three bands compete.  The Wind
Ensemble was invited to participate
in the Texas State Wind Ensemble
Festival in May.

Anderson’s Indoor Drumline
ended their competition season by
earning first place out of 6 Drumlines
in the Scholastic A Division at the
State Championship Contest of the
North Texas Color Guard
Association.  Winter Guard had their
final competition in Cypress, Texas.
They tied at 12 th  place in their
category.  These students, most new

to color guard, did a great job of
learning their routines and new skills.

Two concert bands traveled to
Garland to participate in the Lone Star
Showcase of Music contest in May.
Band 2 won ‘Outstanding in Class 5A’
and ‘Superior Musical Performance’ for
Symphonic bands, and Band 1 won
‘Outstanding in Class 5A’ and Superior
Musical Performance’ in the Wind
ensemble category.  They also came
away with the trophy for “Best Band
Overall” out of the entire contest field.

40 graduating seniors were
honored at the Senior concert on May
8 th .  Our best wishes go with these
students in their future activities.

Band students who qualified
participated in the Texas State Solo
and Ensemble Contest on May 24 th .
Their results were outstanding! The

following soloists received a 1
(superior) on their solos: Lauren Chung,
Jin-A Choi, Christina Teng, Alex Singletary
and Miki Sasaki .

These soloists received a 2
(excellent) on their solos: N i c k
Erck, SaraBeth Purdy, David Kerr, Jordan
Kohler, Lindsey Franz, Katie Malone, Ariel
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�x Unsure of your skills and interests? 
�x Just beginning your college search and unaware of good matches? 
�x Working on college essays? 
�x Confused by the application process? 
�x In need of individual assistance with research, and organization? 

 
If you answered YES to these questions, I can provide support and expertise 

throughout the college application process. 
 

Contact Pat Walters, M.Ed., Certified Educational Planner, to schedule an 
introductory information session. 
www.yourcollegeplanning.com  

pat3walters@gmail.com   512-565-5029 

Anderson, Austin Moore, Catie Baird,
Scott Smith, Jake Roach and Ellen Kusey.

Receiving a 3 (very good) on their
solos were Andrew Glenn  and Angela
Smelker .

The fol lowing French Horn
ensemble received a 1 on their
performance: Peyton Farrell, SaraBeth
Purdy, Samantha Larson, and Ingrid
Tower.

Receiving a 2 on their ensemble
performances were:

Brass Quintet  – David Kerr,
Katie Malone, Mark Orr Miki Sasaki and
Luis Seija

Woodwind Trio  – Jordan Adams,
Eunice Lee and Joyce Yager

Woodwind Quartet  – Ariel
Anderson, Jin-A Choi, Katie Panico, and
Christina Teng

Flute Trio  – Laura Dempwolf,
Jae Min Jo, and Faith Sandberg

Brass Trio  – Samantha
Hutchinson-Cloud, Matt Jones and Daniel
Jones

Flute Trio  – Hillary Cansler,
Lauren Chung and Leah Nunke

Saxophone Quartet  – Rob
Cowan, Clark Kimball, Evan Rowley, and
Leah Singerman

Trumpet Trio  - Jake Clement,
Austin Moore, and Steven Zeiler

Receiving a 3 on their ensemble
performance were:  Brass Quintet  –
Thomas Chapman, Nick Doshier, Peyton
Farrell, Chris Root and Michael
Sommerdorf.

Congratulations to all of these
talented musicians for going to state
competition!

Our new drum majors are Austin
Moore and Lauren Chung.  Assistant
drum major is Laura Zeiler.

Rehearsals will begin during the
summer for next year’s music and
halftime show.  Summer Band gets
started with a Leadership Retreat for
officers, drum majors and section
leaders on July 27.  The rest of the
band will begin on July 30 and
continue through August 22 nd .
During this time, they will learn the
fundamentals of marching and playing
at the same time, memorize their
music, and earn a place on the field.
These students work hard to put on a
precision filled show.  With Anderson’s
first game being the first week of
school, there is a lot of work to be
done.  The band always makes the job
of being in the right place on the field
and in the music at the same time look
easy!

T hose who would l ike more
information about the band program
can contact Director Ryan Zysk  at
rzysk@austinisd.org  , Band Booster
President Terri Panico  at
tnpanico@yahoo.com  or check out
the band website at
www.andersontrojanband.com .

Anderson Art Rocks
On May 12 Tommie Foster,  Mauro

Garza and their Art students were
recognized by the AISD Board of
Trustees for the distinguished work
of Anderson’s regional and state
winners this year.

The following students were
recognized as state winners, with a
4 rating at the V.A.S.E. (Visual Arts
Event) held at the University of
Houston-Clear Lake, Texas:

Division I -Elizabeth Aaron -
Watercolor Painting, Cub Root -
Serigraph Print, Maria Sterrett -Ink
Drawing

Division II- Amber Ginther -
Serigraph Print

Division III -Samantha Hutchinson-
Cloud -Metal Jewelry

Division IV -Kyle Carter- Serigraph
Print, Marina Flecha -Chalk Drawing,
Marina Flecha -Serigraph Print, Danielle
Netherton -Serigraph Print, Chris Root -
Serigraph Print, Ashley Satterfield -
Electronic 2D Still Image.

Chris and Cub Root both won
Gold Seal awards, the only Gold Seal
awards in all of AISD. The Root
brothers’ work will be in the Gold
Seal Exhibit that will travel the State
and will be in Austin at the TCA
building across from the Bob Bullock
Museum in September.

Orchestra Notes

The Anderson Orchestra capped
off the year with an excellent
performance for their f inal
competition in April, when Anderson
hosted the Region 18 String
Orchestra UIL at our campus.
Anderson won the Sweepstakes
Award, with Superior ratings in
Performance as well as in Sight
reading.

The big news for next year is that
the orchestra has been invited to
perform in Vienna in June 2009, at the
Celebrate Haydn Orchestra Festival.
Stay tuned!
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What Better Way to Welcome Summer than with a Fleece Jacket?
The Spirit Store is getting ready for summer so there’s an inventory reduction clearance sale going on.

All Microfiber Fleecelined AT Jackets are now only $45.00!
These Blue Port Authority jackets with the gold AT logo also feature fleecelined pockets to keep your hands

warm, and zip close to secure keys and cell phone. Quantities limited so order today while supplies last. Football
season will be here again before you know it! Use the form at the bottom to order a jacket and other items today.

Caps:  White w/ Blue Lettering $15.00
           Blue w/ Gold Lettering $15.00
Hats:  White w/ Blue Lettering $15.00
Ski Caps:  Blue w/ Gold Lettering $15.00
Seagrass Golf Hat with Blue Band $25.00
Blue Head Warmer with Gold “AT” $15.00
Pocketed Stadium Blanket $35.00
Stadium Seat, Blue with Gold Stitching $30.00
Stadium Seat, Metal frame with arms, in color Gold $35.00
Back Pack $35.00
Large Duffel Bag w/ Shoe w/compartment & Shoulder Strap $35.00
Expandable Briefcase w/ Shoulder Strap $30.00
Jersey Knit Lined Windbreaker w/ HoodS/M/L/XL/XXL/XXXL $40.00
Men’s “AT” Polo Shirt  S/M/L/XL/XXL/XXXL $30.00
Ladies “AT” Polo Shirt XS/S/M/L/XL/XXL/XXXL $30.00
Ladies “AT” V-Necked Polo Shirt XS/S/M/L/XL/XXL/XXXL $30.00
Youth Size “AT” tee shirts $10.00
Long Sleeve “AT” T-Shirt S/M/L/XL/XXL/XXXL $15.00
Short Sleeve or Sleeveless “AT” T-Shirt S/M/L/XL/XXL/XXXL $10.00
Golf Jacket S/M/L/XL/XXL/XXXL $40.00
Sweat Shirt S/M/L/XL/XXL/XXXL $20.00
Hoodie S/M/L/XL/XXL/XXXL $25.00
Pom Poms--8 inch Rah Rah,set of 2 (or one for $6.00) $10.00
Pom Poms--6 inch Show Poms, set of 2 (or one for $8) $15.00
Drink coolers with carabiner clip--Personalized for no charge $15.00
Drink cooler with carabiner AND Nalgene bottle $20.00

Item/Description/Color_______________________________ Qty                   Size                                  Amt.____

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
                                                                           Total: __________________
Name:____________________________________________________________________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________Phone: _________________
Your Customiz ed
Lettering:___________________________________________________________________________________________

Examples:    “ Ander son Trojan Belle Dad”  ,  “Soccer Mom”,  etc .
Available for Football, Basketball, Volleyball, Baseball, Soccer, Lacrosse, Golf, Tennis, Track, Swimming,
Wrestling, Power Lifting, Hockey, Belles, Cheerleading, Band, Drumline, Color Guard, Orchestra, Theatre, Athletic
Trainer, etc.

Checks Payable to:    AHS PTSA
Mail to:                         Sylvia McMinn    4008 Greenmountain Lane    78759
Contact:      346-1970 or  sylviamcminn@austin.rr.com
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Make a Donation to Improve Campus and Honor Your Family or Group
Many thanks to this year’s Buy-a-Bench Donor Families: Dillawn Family , Miliken Family , Poloskey Family , Reed Family ,

Milman Family , Keith Busse, MD , The Anderson Lacrosse Team , and The Anderson PTSA !
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Bringing Home Results to 
 A.H.S. families since 1994. 

Torre Shanks 
Office:  345-2100 

Residence: 346-9951 
totorre@ameliabullock.com 
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College and Career Planning Services

• Career Testing
• Learning Style Assessment
• College Recommendations
• Essay/Application Review
• Resume Writing/Editing
• Mock Interviews

Contact us at info@ccpserv.com  
or (512) 699-8645 to set up an  
initial consultation.

Middle School, High School  
and Young Adults

4408 Spicewood Springs Rd.
Austin, TX 78759
www.ccpserv.com

What will you do next?


